MARRIAGE CEREMONY.

sions). A select few of the females from the
bridegroom's house attend in his train to bring-
home the bride, accompanied by innumerable
torches, with bands of music, soldiers, and ser-
vants, to give effect to the procession. On their
arrival at the gate of the bride's residence, the
gentlemen are introduced to the father's apart-
ments, where fireworks, music, and singing,
occupy their time and attention until the hour
for departure arrives.

The marriage ceremony is performed in the
presence of witnesses, although the bride is
not seen by any of the males at the time, not
even by her husband, until they have been
lawfully united according to the common form.

In the centre of the hall, in the zeenahnah,
a tuckht (platform) six feet square is placed, on
which the musnud of gold brocade is set. This
is the bride's seat when dressed for her nup-
tials; she is surrounded by ladies who bear
witness to the marriage ceremony. The pur-
dahs are let down, and the Maulvee, the bride-
groom, the two fathers, and a few male friends
are introduced to the zeenahnah court-yard,